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Introduction

This eighth update of Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes is the joint work product of
representatives of the Long Island Association (LIA) and the Long Island Education Coalition
(LIEC). These two groups have once again designated representatives to update this report that
has proven to be critically important to our region over the past 15 years. The simple,
straightforward idea behind this major effort continues to be the same today as it was in 1995:
“Let’s agree on the numbers, and then draw our conclusions.” Early on, we agreed to use only
verified data from New York State sources and have continued that practice over the years.

The results of this approach have been consistent over the history of the collaboration. From
day one, we found that Long Island students outperform students from across New York State,
and that regional cost differences disadvantage Long Island when it comes to state aid
allocations, and presentation of comparative expense data.

As a result of this work, we have opened the door to having regional cost differences factored
into the state aid formulas. Although these differences are now being acknowledged, they are
not being fully accounted for. In addition, this work has caused us to take a closer look at the
inequities that exist within our region based upon school district wealth. In our sixth update,
which was incorporated into the Long Island Association’s strategic plan, Innovate Long Island,
we documented the existence of a resource and achievement gap between Long Island’s
wealthiest and least wealthy school districts.

Now, more than ever, as New York State faces unprecedented fiscal challenges, it is important
that we focus on the facts to craft meaningful strategies to address our needs. We prepared
this latest update to help inform the discussion that will continue as we work together to assure
that our region’s most prized asset, our schools, can continue to prepare our children for the
future.

Dedicated to Matthew T. Crosson

On a personal note, | was fortunate to be one of the representatives of the Long lIsland
Education Coalition originally selected to work on this project. As a result, | have had the
privilege to work with Long Island Association President Matthew Crosson over the past 15
years. During that time, my respect and admiration for his courage, intellect, and leadership has
continued to grow.

Without question, Mr. Crosson has been Long Island’s strongest advocate for public education
throughout this period. For this reason, the members of the LIEC wish to dedicate this report to
Matt Crosson. We will miss the opportunity to work with Matt as he leaves Long Island to
accept new professional challenges. We wish him well and are certain that the Las Vegas
community will benefit tremendously from his leadership. The loss of his involvement leaves a
huge void in our region during a very difficult time. We will all miss his involvement. We wish
him well as he moves on to new challenges.

Gary D. Bixhorn
Chief Operating Officer
Eastern Suffolk BOCES
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About
Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes

The Long Island Association (LIA) and the Long Island Education Coalition (LIEC) joined
together in 1995 to complete a research project designed to reduce tension and enhance
communications between the education and business communities. Simply stated, they
“agreed to agree” on a set of facts, supported by verified data, that reflected the true cost and
outcomes associated with Long Island schools.

The effort paid immediate dividends as the groups readily identified a fundamental flaw in the
allocation of state aid across the State. The “flaw”, which was the total disregard for significant
regional cost differences within the State, became the basis of an aggressive advocacy effort
that exists to this day. Although major changes to the state aid system have occurred over the
past 15 years, a true, realistic regional cost adjustment has not been incorporated in a
meaningful manner. Despite the opportunities afforded the State through significant increases
in aid to education, the settlement of the Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE) case, and the
introduction of a Foundation Formula, the matter has not been appropriately addressed.

Along with advocacy for the use of a regional cost factor in the distribution of state aid, the
groups agreed on two key facts that set the stage for further collaboration:

+ The per pupil cost of education on Long Island is comparable to other regions of
the State after accounting for regional cost differences.

+ Long Island students outperform students from across the State.

The common ground that was established through this process has led to the annual updating
of the report over the past 15 years. It has been released in several different forms including a
report on CFE, a report on cost effectiveness in education, and as a part of the Long Island
Association’s Innovate Long Island initiative.

The 2007 update of the report focused on the existence of an achievement gap on Long Island.
Through the use of disaggregated data, we identified major differences between student
outcomes in the wealthiest and least wealthy school districts in the region.

Annually, data from this report is used to prepare a regional response to the Regents State Aid
Proposal, as well as a number of other budget-related matters. This data has also been used to
inform the statewide discussion of the establishment of a property tax cap.

The preparation of this annual update has been completed by Andrea Grooms, Director of
Communications, Research, and Recruitment for Eastern Suffolk BOCES, under the
supervision of Gary Bixhorn, the Chief Operating Officer of the BOCES. Barbara Salatto,
Barbara Colombo, and Michele Panno, also of Eastern Suffolk BOCES, as well as Dr. Pearl
Kamer of the Long Island Association, assisted in the preparation of this update.

Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes
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Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes

Executive Summary:
“20 Key Facts About Long Island Education”

Public education may be the most significant economic, social, and cultural force on Long
Island. It is a multi-billion dollar enterprise that shapes the region’s present and future. Public
schools are central to the quality of life that Long Islanders value above all else. The future of
nearly half a million students depends upon the overall success of our 125 public school

districts.

Since we first published this report in 1996, the basic facts have remained constant:

>

Students attending Long Island schools outperform students from across the rest
of the State.

The per pupil cost of education on Long Island is comparable to the region at the
median after accounting for regional cost differences.

Given the size and complexity of the system, it is difficult to generalize. However, a review of
achievement, financial, and demographic data reveals 20 key facts about education on Long
Island. The facts are as follows:

Achievement

1.

Long Island’s elementary, middle level, and secondary students consistently
outperformed other students statewide on the English Language Arts, Science, Math, and
Social Studies assessments, as well as the Regents exams in 2006-07

(see Tables 1 and 2).

However, the data clearly support the existence of a significant achievement gap
between Long Island’s least wealthy and most wealthy school districts. Long Island’s
least wealthy districts’ performance on required assessments are, depending on the
exam results under study, 7 to 28 percentage points below performance of the wealthiest
school districts on Long Island. Performance on required Regents exams are, depending
on the exam results under study, 14 to 23 percentage points below performance of the
wealthiest school districts on Long Island (see Table 3-A and Appendix E).

Qutcomes/Enroliment

2.

During the 2006-07 school year, Long Island served the third highest percentage of
Limited English Proficient (LEP) students compared to all other counties statewide,
excluding New York City (see Table 4).

The data indicate that the least wealthy school districts on Long Island served a higher
percentage of LEP students (17.1%) than Long Island as a whole (5.8%) and, as a group,
served a higher percentage of LEP students than any county in the State (see Tables 3-B
and 4).

Long Island’s percentage of high school students graduating with a Regents diploma in
2007 (90.1%) ranked above the statewide median (86.9%), excluding New York City (see
Table 5).

Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes
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Costs

10.

The percentage of high school graduates in Long Island’s least wealthy school districts
earning a Regents diploma (79.6%; see Table 8) in 2007 was well below the State median
(86.9%; see Table 5).

Long Island ranked fifth highest of the 56 counties in the State in the percentage of
graduates planning to enter post-secondary education in 2007 (excluding New York City;
see Table 6).

Just under 11% of Long Island graduates did not plan to continue their education after
high school graduation in 2007.

The drop out rate for Long Island has remained at or below 2% since 1996-97
(see Table 7).

The drop out rate (4.3%) in the least wealthy school districts on Long Island was more
than 3 percentage points greater than that of the wealthiest districts on Long lIsland
(0.9%), and approximately 2 percentage points greater than New York State (2.3%),
excluding New York City (see Table 8).

A state aid dollar on Long Island buys far less than in other regions of the State. The
purchasing power of $1,000 in the lowest cost regions (North Country and Mohawk
Valley) is the equivalent of $906 in the cost region at the median (Central New York), and
only $702 on Long Island/NYC (see Table 9).

Long Island’s regionally adjusted per pupil expense ($13,849) was approximately 3.2%
below Rensselaer ($14,295), the county at the median (see Table 12).

Over the past 10 years, Long Island has experienced an average 6.3 percentage point
increase annually in per pupil expenditures. The annual average percentage point
increase for counties at the median was approximately 8.1 percentage points

(see Table 13).

Long Island experienced an average annual enroliment growth of 1.21% over the past 10
years. Annual enrollment growth in the rest of the state decreased (-0.32%) during that
same period of time (see Table 14).

Salaries

11.

12.

The mean (average) salary for elementary, middle, and secondary school teachers on
Long Island are $83,780, $82,010, and $84,650, respectively. When adjusted for
regional cost by the New York State Education Department’s Professional Cost Index,
these salaries are $58,793, $57,551, and $59,404, respectively. These adjusted salaries
are well below the statewide averages ($66,370, $67,610, and $68,260) which include
New York City pay rates (see Table 10).

Average wages for teachers on Long Island are also comparable to wages in a wide
variety of non-education occupations (see Table 11).

Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes
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Local Effort/State Share

13. Long Islanders use approximately 20% more of their gross household incomes to pay
their residential school property taxes than New Yorkers in general. This greater than
average effort is required to compensate for Long Island’s disproportionately low level of
state aid as a share of total revenues (24.1%; see Table 16).

14. The number of school districts on Long Island that received less than 10% of the total
revenue from state aid in 2006-07 was 39; this was equal to 55% of the 71 districts
statewide with less than 10% of total revenue from state aid (NYSED FARU, 2007).

15. A total of 58 Long Island school districts received 10% to 30% of their total revenue from
state aid; this was nearly equal to 38% of the 151 districts statewide receiving 10% to
30% of their total revenue from state aid (NYSED FARU, 2007).

16. When New York City is included, the share of state aid directed to Long Island (12.5%) is
less than the percentage of the State’s children being educated on Long Island (17.5%)
(NYSED FARU, 2007; see Table 16).

When New York City is excluded, the share of state aid directed to Long Island (20.5%) is
less than the percentage (26.7%) of the State’s children being educated on Long Island
(NYSED FARU, 2007; see Table 16).

17. STAR subsidies to certain residential property owners on Long Island amounted to nearly
$740 million. If these STAR subsidies had been paid directly to school districts in the
form of state aid, the amount of funds that school districts needed to raise from local
property taxes and other revenues would have decreased by more than 12%. STAR
subsidies provide no school tax relief for commercial property owners (see Table 16).

18. Long Island accounted for nearly 30.6% of the annual taxable sales in the State
(excluding New York City; see Table 17).

19. Long Island accounted for 36.6% of State Income Tax paid by residents of the State
(excluding New York City; see Table 18).

Wealth

20. Long Island has several very wealthy school districts based upon an analysis of
Combined Wealth Ratios (CWR). However, several of the “wealthy” districts are small
while there are many “poor” large districts (see Appendix E).

Accordingly, there is a wide gap between perception and reality when it comes to the
wealth of Long Island schools.

The percentage of students in districts of below average wealth (CWR<1.00) by BOCES
region on Long Island is as follows:

Number of
Students Percentage of
Region (2006-07) Students

Suffolk County 134,298 51.4
Eastern Suffolk BOCES 110,798 64.1
Western Suffolk BOCES 23,500 26.6
Nassau County (Nassau BOCES) 21,713 10.6
Long Island 156,011 33.4
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TABLE 1

Percentage of Elementary and Middle Level Students Scoring at Levels 3 and 4

Rest of State New York State

Long Island (excluding NYC and LI) (excluding NYC; but including LI)

Assessments % of all students tested % of all students tested % of all students tested
Grade 4 English Language Arts 81.2 721 74.6
Grade 4 Mathematics 89.3 80.9 83.2
Grade 4 Science 95.2 90.9 92.1
Grade 5 Social Studies 92.7 85.5 87.5
Grade 8 English Language Arts 73.6 62.2 65.2
Grade 8 Mathematics 75.3 62.6 65.9
Grade 8 Science 81.1 77.3 78.1
Grade 8 Social Studies 80.2 67.0 70.4

Description: The percentage of all 4th, 5th and 8th grade students who scored at levels 3 and 4, respectively (levels that are at or
above the state standards) on the New York State Assessments, 2006-07.
Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Percentage of Elementary and Middle Level Students Scoring at Levels 3 and 4

100.0%+

90.0% |

80.0% — 7] ] ]

70.0% +— T

60.0% — —

50.0% +— —

40.0% 1+ —

30.0% — —

20.0% 1—{ —

10.0% 1+— —

0.0%

Grade 4 English Grade 4 M athematics Grade 4 Science Grade 5 Social Grade 8 English Grade 8 Mathematics Grade 8 Science Grade 8 Social
Language Arts Studies Language Arts Studies
O Long Island O Rest of State @ New York State

2006-07 Key Fact:

1. Long Island’s elementary and middle level grade students exceeded statewide levels of performance
on all assessments administered during the 2006-07 academic year.
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TABLE 2

Percentage of Secondary Students Scoring 65+ on Regents Exams

Rest of State New York State

Long Island (excluding NYC and LIy (excluding NYC; but including LI)

Regents % of all students tested % of all students tested % of all students tested
English 89.5 85.2 86.3
Mathematics Course A 87.9 85.6 86.2
Mathematics Course B 75.3 72.6 73.4
Global History and Geography 79.4 70.7 73.0
U.S. History and Government 90.6 86.2 87.4
Earth Science 81.8 78.1 79.1
Living Environment 86.5 84.8 85.2
Chemistry 79.5 76.6 77.4
Physics 84.1 81.2 82.1

Description: The percentage of all secondary students who scored 65+ on the New York State Regents, 2006-07.
Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Percentage of Secondary Students Scoring 65+ on Regents Exams
100.0%
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Course A Course B Geography Government
O Long Island O Rest of State @ New York State

2006-07 Key Fact:

1. Long Island’s secondary students consistently outperformed other students statewide on all required
Regents exams in 2006-07.
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TABLE 3-A

Percentage of Students in Long Island’s Least Wealthy and Wealthiest School Districts
Passing the Elementary/Middle Level Assessments and Regents Exams

2006-07
Least Wealthy | Wealthiest New York
Districts Districts Rest of State
(9 districts) (9 districts) State (excluding

Total Enroliment = | Total Enrollment = Long (excluding NYC; but

Assessments /| Regents 61,958 26,324 Island NYC and LI) including LI)
Assessment Results - Elementary and Middle Level Students Scoring at Levels 3 and 4

Grade 4 English
Language Arts 63.6 88.1 81.2 721 74.6
Grade 4 Mathematics 78.8 92.0 89.3 80.9 83.2
Grade 4 Science 89.3 97.5 95.2 90.9 92.1
Grade 5 Social Studies 83.2 95.8 92.7 85.5 87.5
Grade 8 English 65.2
Language Arts 54.7 81.6 73.6 62.2 ]
Grade 8 Mathematics 51.9 80.4 75.3 62.6 65.9
Grade 8 Science 66.3 82.1 81.1 77.3 78.1
Grade 8 Social Studies 58.2 85.4 80.2 67.0 70.4

Regents Exam Results - Students Scoring 65+
English 75.1 90.7 89.5 85.2 86.3
Mathematics Course A 74.7 91.0 87.9 85.6 86.2
Global History and
Geography 60.3 84.6 79.4 70.7 73.0
US History and
Government 78.7 93.2 90.6 86.2 87.4
Living Environment 70.4 93.6 86.5 84.8 85.2

Description: The columns represented show the percentage of Long Island elementary and middle level students who scored at
levels 3 and 4 on state assessments, as well as the percentage of secondary students who scored 65 or above on the New York State
Regents, 2006-07. The first column with data represents academic outcomes for school districts on Long Island that serve 1,500+
students and also have the lowest Combined Wealth Ratios (CWRs) on Long Island. The second column depicts academic outcomes
for school districts on Long Island that serve 1,500+ students and also have the highest CWRs on Long Island. These columns are

compared to the student assessments and Regents outcomes on Long Island, the Rest of State, and New York State.
See Appendix E for a list of the nine least wealthy and the nine wealthiest K-12 school districts on Long Island used for this analysis.
Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

2006-07 Key Facts:

1. Long Island’s least wealthy school districts’ performance on required assessments are, depending on
the exam results under study, anywhere from 7 to 28 percentage points below performance of the
wealthiest school districts on Long Island.

2. Long Island’s least wealthy school districts’ performance on required Regents exams are, depending
on the exam results under study, anywhere from 14 to 23 percentage points below performance of
the wealthiest school districts on Long Island.
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TABLE 3-B

Long Island’s Least Wealthy and Wealthiest School Districts
Demographic and District Finance Data

2006-07
Least Wealthy Districts Wealthiest Districts
(9 districts) (9 districts)

Total Enroliment 61,958 26,324
Average Enrollment 6,884 2,925
Demographics of Students

% White 36.7 69.9

% Black 23.0 5.2

% Hispanic 37.9 13.9

% Asian 2.1 10.3

% Other 0.3 0.7

% Free/Reduced Lunch 48.0 10.8

% Limited English Proficient (LEP) 171 6.0

% Drop Out 4.3 0.9
State Aid Share (State Aid as % of Total Aid) 52.4 5.9
State Share with STAR (State Aid & STAR as %
of Total Aid) 58.2 9.7
Per Pupil Expenditure $18,428 $25,423

Long Island's Long Island's
Least Wealthy Districts Wealthiest Districts

2.1% —0.3%
103% 0.7%

1B3.9%

_—36.7%

37.9%

5.2%

———69.9%

23.0%

O White DO Black 0O Hispanic 0O Asian @ Other O White DOBlack OHispanic @O Asian & Other
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TABLE 4

Students Classified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) as a Percentage of Enroliment

%
Total Classified as

Rank County Enroliment LEP
1 Hamilton 550 0.0

1 Lewis 4,460 0.0

1 Wyoming 4,988 0.0

1 Allegany 7,399 0.0

1 Essex 4,352 0.0

1 Schuyler 2,137 0.0
56 Westchester 146,767 8.2
Meie" | Greene 7,525 0.6
54 Long Island 466,279 5.8
Rest of State (excluding NYC and LI) 1,281,801 2.8

New York State (excluding NYC; but including LI) 1,748,080 3.6

Description: This table reports the number of with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) public school students divided by the
total public school enroliment of the region. Students with limited English proficiency typically require more intensive support
services in order to assure success in school. Rankings closer to 1 indicate smaller percentages of students with additional
support needs arising from Limited English Proficiency.

Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Method of Ranking: The percentage of LEP students on Long Island was compared to the percentage of LEP students in the

other 55 counties of New York State (excluding New York City) by ranking from the lowest percentage of Limited English
Proficiency students (1) to the highest percentage (56).

Students Classified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) as a Percentage of Enrollment

Long Island Rest of State

5.8% 2.8%

2006-07 Key Facts:
1. During the 2006-07 school year, Long Island served the third highest percentage of LEP students
compared to all other counties statewide (excluding New York City).

2. Outside of New York City, only Rockland County and Westchester County served a greater
percentage of LEP students than Long Island school districts in the 2006-07 school year.
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TABLE 5

Percentage of High School Graduates Earning a Regents Diploma

%

Earning

Number of Regents

Rank County Completers Diploma
1 Yates 191 95.8
56 Westchester 8,962 73.4
Mol | oswego 1,455 86.9
15 Long Island 32,694 90.1
Rest of State (excluding NYC and LI) 84,203 85.3
New York State (excluding NYC; but including LI) 116,897 86.7

Description: This table reports the percentage of 2006-07 high school graduates who satisfied the requirements established
by New York State for award of a Regents endorsed diploma. The requirements for awarding the Regents diploma consist of
the completion of appropriate credits, coursework, and Regents examinations. The number of completers represents the total
number of high school graduates who received diplomas.

Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Method of Ranking: Long Island was compared to the other 55 counties of New York State (excluding New York City) by
ranking percentage of graduates earning a Regents Diploma from highest (1) to the lowest (56).

Percentage of High School Graduates Earning a Regents Diploma

New York State -
RN 867%
Rest of State %‘?853%
Long Island 55%0.%
Oswego %\‘?ée.g%
Westchester %%;) 734
958%
Yates Qi)

2006-07 Key Facts:

1.

Long Island ranked above the statewide median in the percentage of high school students graduating
with a Regents diploma.

Ten years ago (during the 1996-97 school year), an average of 95% of Long Island students
graduated with a Regents diploma. In 2006-07, the percentage of Long Island high school graduates
who earned a Regents diploma was 90.1%.
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TABLE 6

Percentage of High School Graduates Entering Post-Secondary Education

Number of
Completers %
Reporting Entering
Post-Secondary Post-Secondary
Rank County Plans* Education
1 Rockland 3,082 93.1
56 Seneca 332 50.0
Mecie" | ontario 1,276 80.3
5 Long Island 33,284 89.2
Rest of State (excluding NYC and L) 87,647 83.6
New York State (excluding NYC; but including LI) 120,931 85.1

Description: This table compares the percentage of 2006-07 high school graduates entering post-secondary education
(4-year, 2-year and other post-secondary education). The number of completers represents the number of high school
graduates who received diplomas.

Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

*Figures include completers earning Individualized Education Program diplomas.

Method of Ranking: Long Island was compared to the other 55 counties of New York State (excluding New York City) by
ranking percentage of graduates continuing post-secondary education from highest (1) to the lowest (56).

Percentage of High School Graduates Entering Post-Secondary Education

New York State 85.1%

Rest of State 83.6%

Long Island 89.2%

Ontario 80.3%

Seneca 50.0%

Rockland 93.1%

2006-07 Key Facts:

1. Long lIsland ranked fifth highest in the percentage of graduates planning to enter post-secondary
education in 2007.

2. The 10.8% of Long Island graduates that did not plan on continuing post-secondary education

reported plans for the military, employment, adult services, or were undecided or unreported at the
time of data collection.
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TABLE 7

Drop Out Rate

Total %
Rank County Enrollment Drop Out
1 Putnam 16,724 0.8
56 Erie 135,097 4.4
Mezd8|an Oneida 35,220 24
5 Long Island 466,279 1.4
Rest of State (excluding NYC and LI) 1,281,801 2.6
New York State (excluding NYC; but including LI) 1,748,080 2.3
Description: The drop out rate indicates the percentage of students who were recorded by their school districts as having left

school in 2006-07 prior to graduation without entry into another school or alternative program. Areas with the lowest percentage of

students who do not complete high school are ranked closer to 1.

Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Method of Ranking: Long Island is compared to the other 55 counties of New York State (excluding New York City) by ranking the

percentage of drop outs from lowest (1) to the highest percentage (56).

Drop Out Rate

New York State | 2.3%

Rest of State | 26%
Long Island 14%
Oneida 24%
Erie 4 4%
Putnam 0.8%|
0.0% 0.5% 10% 15% 20% 2.5% 3.0% 3.5% 4.0% 4.5% 50%

2006-07 Key Facts:

1. Long Island was below the statewide median in the percentage of students reported as dropping out

of school in the 2006-07 school year.

2. Fifty-one counties statewide reported a higher drop out rate than Long Island.

3. According to the New York State Education Department, the drop out rate for Long Island has
remained below 2% since 1996-97.
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TABLE 8

Youth Risk Indicators and Outcome Measures Among
Long Island’s Least Wealthy and Wealthiest School Districts

Least Wealthy | Wealthiest New York
Districts Districts Rest of State
(9 districts) (9 districts) State (excluding
Total Enrollment = | Total Enrollment = Long (excluding NYC; but
61,958 26,324 Island NYC and LI) including LI)
% Limited English
Proficient (LEP) 17.1 6.0 5.8 2.8 3.6
% Drop Out Rate 4.3 0.9 1.4 2.6 2.3
% Students Graduating
w/Regents Diploma 79.6 92.7 90.1 85.3 86.7
% Graduates to Post-
Secondary
Education 76.8 91.5 89.2 83.6 85.1

Description: Least Wealthy Districts are those Long Island K-12 school districts with the lowest combined wealth ratios (CWRs) and
student enroliment at 1,500+. Wealthiest Districts are those Long Island school districts with the highest CWRs and student enroliment
at 1,500+. See Appendix D — Data Selection and Presentation for a list of the nine least wealthy and the nine wealthiest K-12 school
districts on Long Island used for this analysis.

Source: New York State Education Department, 2007 New York State School Report Card database.

Youth Risk Indicators and Outcome Measures Among
Long Island's Least Wealthy and Wealthiest School Districts

100.0%

90.0%

80.0% —

70.0%+ —

60.0% —

50.0% 1 —

40.0% —

30.0% —

20.0% —

10.0% —

0.0%+ —

Least Wealthy Districts Wealthiest Districts Long Island Rest of State New York State

O Limited English Proficient (LEP) @ Drop Out Rate m Students Graduating w/Regents Diploma @ Graduates to Post-Secondary Education
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TABLE 8 (Cont'd)

Youth Risk Indicators and Outcome Measures Among
Long Island’s Least Wealthy and Wealthiest School Districts

2006-07 Key Facts:

1.

The nine least wealthy districts on Long Island educate over 35,000 more students than the nine
wealthiest districts on Long Island.

Least wealthy school districts on Long Island served a higher percentage of LEP students (17.1%)
than Long Island as a whole (5.8%) and, as a group, served the highest percentage of LEP students
in the State.

The drop out rate in the least wealthy school districts on Long Island (4.3%) was more than 3
percentage points greater than that of the wealthiest districts (0.9%), and 2 percentage points greater
than New York State (2.3%).

The percentage of high school graduates in Long Island’s least wealthy school districts earning a
Regents diploma in 2007 (79.6%) was below the statewide median (86.9%, see Table 5) and Long
Island’s wealthiest school districts (92.7%).

Long Island’s percentage of graduates entering post-secondary education ranked fifth highest in the
State in 2007; however, for this same year the percentage of students educated in Long Island’s least
wealthy districts and planning to enter post-secondary education (76.8%) was below the statewide
median (80.3%, see Table 6) and nearly 15 percentage points below Long Island’s wealthiest school
districts.

Long Island Education: Costs and Outcomes

Page 15



TABLE 9

Regional Cost Differences
(Based on the Professional Cost Index for New York State Labor Force Regions)

Purchasing Power

Rank Labor Force Region Index Value $1,000
North Country
! Mohawk Valley 1.000 $1,000
9 Long Island/NYC 1.425 $702
Median | Central New York 1.103 $906

Description: This table presents cost differences by region as determined by the professional cost index (2006). The
professional cost index reflects the professional service costs throughout the nine labor force regions of the State. The
Professional Cost Index is based on median hourly wages for non-education professional titles statewide obtained from the
Occupational Employment Survey for New York State. The index begins at 1.00, being the labor force region with the lowest
cost.

Source: New York State Education Department (2006). The Calculation of a Regional Cost Index: 2006 Update.

Method of Ranking: The nine Labor Force Regions were ranked by purchasing power using a professional cost index
derived from the New York State Education Department, The Calculation of a Regional Cost Index: 2006 Update.
Those Labor Force Regions with the lowest professional cost index are ranked closest to 1.

Professional Cost Index

LaBor Force ReGION  ProressionaL CosT INDeX

: North Country 1.000

Mohawk Valley 1.000

Southemn Tier 1.045

Western NY 1.091

Cenlral NY 1.103

Capital District 1.124

Finger Lakes 1141
[ Hudson valley 1314 ]
[ umve 1.425 y i

2006-07 Key Facts:

1.

The purchasing power of $1,000 in North Country and Mohawk Valley, the lowest cost regions in the
State, is 42.5% greater than the purchasing power of $1,000 in Long Island/NYC.

The purchasing power of $1,000 in Central New York, the cost region at the median, is 29.1% greater
than the purchasing power of $1,000 in Long Island/NYC.

State aid dollars have less purchasing power on Long Island than any other region in the State.
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TABLE 10
Comparative School Teacher Wage Data

Elementary School Teachers’ Wage Data

Region Entry * Mean Experienced**
Long Island $55,630 $83,780 $97,850
Long Island (wage adj. by
NYSED Professional Cost Index) $39,039 $58,793 $68,667
New York Statef
(including NYC) $43,470 $66,370 $77,820

Middle School Teachers’ Wage Data

Region Entry * Mean Experienced**
Long Island $56,510 $82,010 $94,760
Long Island (wage adj. by
NYSED Professional Cost Index) $39,656 $57,551 $66,498
New York Statef
(including NYC) $45,170 $67,610 $78,830

Secondary School Teachers’ Wage Data

Region Entry * Mean Experienced**
Long Island $55,690 $84,650 $99,130
Long Island (wage adj. by
NYSED Professional Cost Index) $39,081 $59,404 $69,565
New York State|
(including NYC) $45,120 $68,260 $79,840
Comparative School Teacher Wage Data (Mean)
| | | | | | | |
Elementary | ‘
Middle | ‘
Secondary ”
| | | | | |
$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000 $60,000 $70,000 $80,000 $90,000
@ New York State (including NYC) O Long Island Adjusted 0O Long Island

"The New York State mean (average) includes New York City pay rates.

Description: Wage data for elementary, middle and secondary school teachers, and all other occupations are based on the
Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) survey, which collects information from approximately 57,000 businesses.
Source: New York State Department of Labor, updated the second quarter of 2009.
* Entry wage: The mean (average) of the bottom third of wages in an occupation.
**Experienced wage: The mean (average) of the top two-thirds of wages in an occupation.
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